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A letter from Dr. John: 
 
Welcome to blue manatee press!  

Dear advocates for children, children’s books and their intersection: 

Having been a bookseller for over 15 years (and a father for over 20), 
I know firsthand how difficult the book business is and how selective 
we are when deciding what to order. As a pediatrician and literacy 
researcher, I am also passionate about the power of books to promote 
cognitive and social-emotional development. That’s why we adhere to 
these principles when compiling our catalog:  

 Quality: We strive to create inspiring, enduring books for children  
from infancy through elementary school, paying close attention to  
developmental stage, content, readability and aesthetics. We work  
with talented authors and artists, using fresh ideas and a variety of  
media. Our books are exclusively printed in the USA, adhering to  
environmental and worker protections.

 Mission: We are dedicated to a landscape of childhood rich in  
togetherness and imagination, fueled by time spent sharing a book. 
From lap time bonding in infancy to rhyming and concepts later on,  
we embrace our role as an advocate for this critical caregiver-child  
experience. Many of our books convey important health themes, such  
as screen time reduction and infant care.

 Market: Our books are “road tested” and refined at a community- 
focused, independent children’s bookstore.  Our perspective of book-
seller/publisher provides unique insight into customer interests. We 
specialize in books for infants and young children, a robust demographic 
that we know and love.   

 We hope that you will give our books a try, as we work together to 
nurture a world brimming with happy, healthy, lifelong readers.   
Thank you for all that you do and we wish you great success!  

       
         Sincerely,

  Dr. John S. Hutton, MD

  

Awards and Reviews

             “Cheers to these creatively playful books  
     whose images and text are as vibrant as their  
mission–to encourage young minds and those who  
care for them to celebrate life’s simplest, healthiest and 
most essential loves: playing, connecting, learning and 
growing.” 
                         

-  Joanna Parzakonis – Co-Owner,  
                           Bookbug, Kalamazoo,  MI 
     

         “Long a local treasure, I am thrilled that  
    blue manatee press titles will be available 
in stores everywhere. The combination of a 
bookseller’s eye for quality and inventiveness 
and a pediatrician’s knowledge of childhood 
development, these books are perfect  
   hand-sells in a sea of packaged titles.” 
           - Michael Link, Joseph-Beth Booksellers.

blue manatee press was founded in 2011 with a mission to create meaningful, 
enduring books that help bring grownups and children together. Led by a pediatrician, 
our team consists of experts in child development, fine art, and children’s literature, 
our laboratory an award-winning independent bookstore in business for over 20 years.

Winner of a 2012  
Creative Child Magazine 
Book of the Year Award

Recognized for Literary 
& Artistic Achievement 
 by the Ohioana Library 

Association

2015 International Book 
Awards Finalist in the  
Children’s Hardcover 

Picture Book Category

Moonbeam Children’s Book 
Awards Gold Medal 

 in the Preschool Category

Winner of a 
 Mom’s Choice Awards 

Gold Medal

2016 IPPY Awards  
Gold Medal in the  
Children’s Picture  

Book Category

Foreword INDIES 
2014, 2015, 2016

2013 Indie Excellence 
Awards Finalist

Benjamin  Franklin  
Gold Award





SPRING 2017

ALLIE’S GARDEN

“Rhyming text and clever colorful illustrations by a mother-daughter duo 
feature in this delightful board book... Toddlers will enjoy identifying the 
healthy vegetables—and they may even be stirred to eat them when they 
appear at dinnertime.” 
   - Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

When Allie goes out to pick vegetables in the garden, she finds 
all kinds of surprising critters hiding there: an eggplant crow 
in the cornfield, a potato rabbit sniffing the lettuce, and more. 
But with so many curious creatures around, will Allie’s veggies 
make it home for supper? A celebration of the farm-to-table 
movement, Allie’s Garden is a lively introduction to fresh 
food and healthy lifestyles for your youngest readers.

Sabra Chebby lives in Rochester, New York with her cat Malachi.  
She’s always had a passion for classic poetry and has been  

rediscovering her talents by working with daughter, Marla Osborn. 

Marla Osborn is a photographer with a passion for visual concepts.  
She lives with her husband Jim and her daughter Alexandra.  

When Marla is not busy brainstorming new food creations,  
she enjoys traveling with her family.

Ages 0-3 
14 pages, 5.5 x 5.5
Board Book, $7.99

Publication Date: April 4, 2017
ISBN 978-1-936669-53-0

About the Author

About the Illustrator

Sabra Chebby and Marla Osborn





SPRING 2017

DOGS!
Ages 0-3 

14 pages, 5.5 x 5.5
Board Book, $7.99

Publication Date: April 4, 2017
ISBN 978-1-936669-54-7

Play and learn with your favorite furry friends! Questions within 
the book provide a built-in tool for grown-ups to engage in  
dialogic reading with children, inviting them to actively  
participate in the story and relate it to their own lives 
—an excellent way to promote early literacy skills.  
Start reading and learning today with Dogs!

Support developing literacy with Dogs!, uniquely 
designed to help families establish reading habits 
from an early age.
         

“ Sharing this book with children is sure to cultivate rich interactions that 
foster children’s language skills far into the future. “ 

  - Dr. Laura Justice, College of Education & Human Ecology  
                  Distinguished Professor, The Ohio State University

Dr. John Hutton is a pediatrician and clinical researcher at the  
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Reading and Literacy Discovery Center,  

and owner of blue manatee children’s bookstore.

Doug Cenko is an illustrator living in Chicago, IL. He has worked  
at an animation studio, a live special effects company and design agencies, 

but illustration is what he truly loves to do. When he’s not drawing,  
you can find him (or better yet, not find him) mastering the art  

of hide-and-seek with his wife and daughter.

About the Author

About the Illustrator

Dr. John Hutton and Dog Cenko





SPRING 2017

I WANT TO BE A READER!
Ages 0-3 

14 pages, 5.5 x 5.5
Board Book, $7.99

Publication Date: April 4, 2017
ISBN 978-1-936669-55-4

Let your little one be inspired by one boy’s confidence that  
someday, he will read a whole book. It will take a lot of hard 
work: learning the letters, turning the pages, saying the words. 
But that hard work will pay off—maybe sooner than he thinks! 
Dynamic illustrations add to this sweet story of a young boy and 
his desire to read, ending with a hopeful message to toddlers 
that someday, they can be readers, too!

“A gentle way to encourage little ones to want to read.” 
 
              - Alice Toepel, Winnebego County Literacy Council (Oshkosh, WI)

Percussionist Mark Powers resides in Portland, Oregon and is often 
an Artist-in-Residence at schools around the country. Regularly found writing 

both text and musical notation, Mark focuses on literacy with his students and 
loves any opportunity to be a “reading buddy.”

Maria Montag is an artist from Cincinnati, Ohio.  
Aside from painting, reading is one of her favorite activities.  

Maria has great memories of hours spent in the library picking the perfect 
story and staying up late with her sisters to read it together.

About the Author

About the Illustrator

“Compelling, brief narrative accompanied by brightly 
colored, descriptive illustrations draw the young board 
book reader into the story with ease...” 
                 

- Midwest Book Review

Mark Powers and Maria Montag





SPRING 2017

IN SPRING / EN PRIMAVERA
Ages 0-3 

14 pages, 5.5 x 5.5
Board Book, $7.99

Publication Date: April 4, 2017
ISBN 978-1-936669-56-1

In spring, seeds grow.  
I want to grow like a seed!

En primavera, las semillas crecen.  
¡Quiero crecer como una semilla!

In this bilingual board book, a joyful little boy celebrates all of his  
favorite things about spring, from seeds growing to puddles splashing. 
Vibrant photographs paired with text in both English and Spanish make 
for an engaging read-aloud that kids will enjoy year round!

Susana Madinabeitia Manso is a Spanish teacher and translator. 
She received her Masters of Arts at West Virginia University and now teaches 

Spanish at Miami University. Her comprehension of interlinguistic and 
intercultural communication has led her to appreciate the value of a smile. 

And she smiles a lot.

Emily Hanako Momohara is an artist and academic in photography 
and video arts. She received her Masters of Fine Arts at the University of 

Kansas and now teaches at the Art Academy of Cincinnati as an Associate 
Professor. Her mixed-race background and belief in education leads her to a 

variety of commercial and fine art projects about multi-culturalism.

About the Author

About the Photographer

Susana Madinabeitia Manso and Emily Hanako Momohara

“Manso uses simple, direct sentences and a repeating structure, ending  
each spread with a question that invites reader response... Momohara’s 
photo-collages give the book real charm: set against soft, canvas-textured 
backdrops, they show the boy stretching his arms up like a growing sprout, 
splashing through puddles, and whistling to mimic birdsong.”
     - Publishers Weekly





FALL 2017

ALPHABET FAMILY BAND 
Ages 0-3 

14 pages, 5.5 x 5.5
Board Book, $7.99

Publication Date: Sep. 5, 2017
ISBN 978-1-936669-59-2

Grab your congas, flutes, and xylophones—it’s an  
Alphabet Family Band! Bright, colorful illustrations feature 
members of a family playing a host of different musical 
instruments in a warm island setting. Harmoniously  
combining two concepts (letters and music), this lively 
board book will soon become a family favorite!

Sarah Jones is an artist and author living in Cincinnati, Ohio.  
When she’s not painting in her studio, Sarah can be found playing guitar  

& leading story time at the award winning blue manatee children’s bookstore, 
where she works and plays.

About the Author

Sarah Jones

         

Add a little rhythm to your ABCs with this latest 
addition to the ROYGBaby series.





FALL 2017

BABY LOVES TO WIGGLE WIGGLE 

Bouncy text and bright illustrations prompt little ones to 
wiggle toes, clap hands, and reach up to touch the sky, all 
the while noticing the movement of their bodies. Written by 
a mind-body educator and illustrated by an award-winning 
artist, Baby Loves to Wiggle Wiggle will have babies 
and toddlers moving in no time!

Stacy Sims and Sharareh Khosravani

Baby wants to move with you! Playful movement 
and touch stimulate baby’s senses and help  
acoordinate motor skills.

Ages 0-3 
14 pages, 5.5 x 5.5
Board Book, $7.99

Publication Date: Sep. 5, 2017
ISBN 978-1-936669-57-8

Stacy Sims is a mind-body educator and author. She is the founder 
of City Silence and Mindful Music Moments. Her first children’s book, 

When We Are Quiet, is a companion to Baby Loves to Wiggle Wiggle.

Sharareh Khosravani is an artist, graphic designer, and illustrator. 
She has illustrated books published in Iran, Korea, Germany, France, and the 

United States. She has won multiple international prizes for illustration.

About the Author

About the Illustrator





FALL 2017

CATS! 
Ages 0-3 

14 pages, 5.5 x 5.5
Board Book, $7.99

Publication Date: Sep. 5, 2017
ISBN 978-1-936669-58-5

Support your toddler’s developing literacy with Cats!, uniquely 
designed to help families establish reading habits from an 
early age. Questions within the book provide a built-in tool 
for grown-ups to use while reading, encouraging little ones to 
expand on the story. This type of interactive reading, known 
as “dialogic reading,” is key to developing early literacy skills. 
Start reading and learning today with Cats!

Dr. John Hutton and Doug Cenko

         Play and learn with cats of all colors, shapes, and sizes!

 Dr. John Hutton is a pediatrician and author from Cincinnati, 
OH. His research involves the importance of shared reading and early 

brain development and literacy.

 
Doug Cenko is an illustrator from Chicago, IL. This book is for all of 

the cats he has known: Willie One, Welhelmina, Tiger, Flea, and Fermi.

About the Author

About the Illustrator





FALL 2017

IN AUTUMN / EN OTOÑO
Ages 0-3 

14 pages, 5.5 x 5.5
Board Book, $7.99

Publication Date: Sep.5, 2017
ISBN 978-1-936669-61-5

¨In autumn, pumpkins smile.  
I can smile like a pumpkin! 

En otoño, las calabazas sonríen.  
¡Quiero sonreír como una calabaza!¨

Vibrant photographs paired with text in both English and 
Spanish follow one little girl as she personifies all her favorite 
things about the season: leaves falling, wind blowing, and 
more. Welcome the autumn season and build language skills 
with In Autumn/En Otoño!

Susana Madinabeitia Manso and Emily Hanako Momohara

         Celebrate autumn with this bilingual board book!

 Susana Madinabeitia Manso is a Spanish teacher and 
translator.  She received her Masters of Arts at West Virginia University 

and now teaches Spanish at Miami University. 

Emily Hanako Momohara is an artist and academic in  
photography and video arts. She received her Masters of Fine Arts  

at the University of Kansas and now teaches at the Art Academy  
of Cincinnati as an Associate Professor. 

About the Author

About the Artist





FALL 2017

WAKE 
Ages 4-8

40 PAGES, 11 X 8.5
Hardcover Picture Book, $17.99

Publication Date: Sep. 5, 2017
ISBN 978-1-936669-60-8

Awoken by his friend Owl in the quiet hours of the night, a boy 
ventures out to his special place in the forest. Owl is waiting 
there, along with Oak and Moon, and together they teach the boy 
about the sacred power of nature to connect all things. Filled 
with striking watercolor illustrations and poetic text, Wake is a 
quiet celebration of our bond with the natural world.

Dr. John Hutton and Doug Cenko

         

Shawn Dougherty is a teacher and writer in Cincinnati. She and her 
husband, Gary Busch, are the parents of three (including author/illustrator 

Leah Busch) and grandparents of five…and counting.

 
Leah Busch is an artist from Cincinnati, OH. She has won numerous 

awards including for her Toast to Baby children’s book series.  
Other illustration credits include the best-selling  

Sleep Baby, Safe and Snug.

About the Author

About the Illustrator

“Wake is rich with old-soul wisdom and young-soul wonder. I want to 
stay up all night till dawn for the first time in many years.” 
          —Jim Borgman, Pulitzer Prize winner and co-creater, “Zits”



OUR BACKLIST OUR BACKLIST 

Hungry Henry  
By Marla Osborn  
ISBN 978-1-936669-47-9  
* $7.99 * Board Book

I Want to Be a Drummer!  
By Mark Powers and Maria Montag  
ISBN 978-1-9336669-50-9  

* $7.99 * Board Book

When We Are Quiet  
By Stacy Sims and Sharareh Khosravani  
ISBN 978-1-936669-45-5  

* $7.99 * Board Book

ADH-Me!  
By Dr. John Hutton and Lisa Griffin 
Hardcover ISBN 978-1-936669-51-6 * $17.99 

Paperback ISBN 978-1-936669-52-3 * $7.99

Sleepy Solar System  
By Dr. John Hutton and Doug Cenko 
 ISBN 978-1-936669-49-3  

* $17.99 * Picture Book

Words For Me! 
By Sarah Jones  
ISBN 978-1-936669-48-6   

* $9.99 * Board Book (ROYGBaby Series)

Ball  
By Dr. John Hutton  
and Sarah Jones  
ISBN 978-1-936669-42-4  
* $7.99 * Board Book 

Beach  
By Dr. John Hutton 
 and Andrea Kang 
 ISBN 978-1-9336669-07-3  
* $7.99 * Board Book

Blanket  
By Dr. John Hutton  
and Andrea Kang  
ISBN 978-1-936669-00-4  
* $7.99 * Board Book 

Blocks  
By Dr. John Hutton  
and Andrea Kang   
ISBN 978-1-936669-13-4  
* $7.99* Board Book 

Book 
By Dr. John Hutton  
and Andrea Kang   
ISBN 978-1-936669-06-6  
* $7.99 * Board Book 

Box  
By Dr. John Hutton  
and Andrea Kang  
ISBN 978-1-936669-08-0   
* $7.99 * Board Book 

Pets 
By Dr. John Hutton  
and Andrea Kang 
ISBN 978-1-936669-02-8  
* $7.99 * Board Book 

Play  
By Dr. John Hutton  
and Sarah Jones 
ISBN 978-1-936669-23-3  
* $7.99 * Board Book 

Water 
By Dr. John Hutton  
and Andrea Kang  
ISBN 978-1-936669-20-2  
* $7.99 * Board Book 

Yard  
By Dr. John Hutton  
and Andrea Kang  
ISBN 978-1-936669-01-1  
* $7.99 * Board Book 

RECENTLY PUBLISHED

FALL 2016

BABY UNPLUGGED SERIES



OUR BACKLIST OUR BACKLIST 

Calm Baby Gently  
By Dr. John Hutton and Leah Busch  
ISBN 978-1-936669-28-8  
* $7.99 * Board Book (Also available in Spanish)

Eat Baby, Healthy  
By Dr. John Hutton and Leah Busch  
ISBN 978-1-9336669-30-1  
* $7.99 * Board Book (Also available in Spanish)

Read Baby, Every Day  
By Dr. John Hutton and Leah Busch  
ISBN 978-1-936669-34-9  
* $7.99 * Board Book (Also available in Spanish)

Sleep Baby, Safe & Snug  
By Dr. John Hutton and Leah Busch   
ISBN 978-1-936669-16-5  
* $7.99* Board Book (Also available in Spanish)

Your Baby Always 
 By Dr. John Hutton and Leah Busch  
ISBN 978-1-936669-35-6  
* $7.99 * Board Book (Also available in Spanish)

Toast to Counting  
By Sandra Gross and Leah Busch  
ISBN 978-1-936669-09-7  
* $7.99 * Board Book 

Toast to Family  
By Sandra Gross and Leah Busch  
ISBN 978-1-936669-18-9  
* $7.99 * Board Book 

Toast to Feelings  
By Sandra Gross and Leah Busch  
ISBN 978-1-936669-17-2  
* $7.99 * Board Book 

LOVE BABY HEALTHY SERIES

TOAST TO BABY SERIES

ROYGBABY SERIES

Black & White Nighty-Night  
By Sarah Jones 
 ISBN 978-1-936669-31-8  
* $7.99 * Board Book 

Bunnies Near and Far  
By Sarah Jones 
 ISBN 978-1-9336669-22-6  
* $7.99 * Board Book 

Orange Triangle Fox  
By Sarah Jones  
ISBN 978-1-936669-00-4  
* $7.99 * Board Book 

Ready for Weather  
By Sarah Jones  
ISBN 978-1-936669-43-2  
* $7.99* Board Book 

Words for Me 
By Sarah Jones   
ISBN 978-1-936669-06-6  
* $9.99 * Board Book



OUR BACKLIST OUR BACKLIST 
 BOARD BOOKS (AGES 0-3)  PICTURE BOOKS (AGES 4-8)

 MIDDLE GRADE

Lloyd Llama  
By Sarah Jones I 
SBN 978-1-936669-32-5   
* $17.99 * Hardcover

Shark Girl and Belly Button  
By Casey Riordan Millard  
ISBN 978-1-936669-25-7  
* $17.99 * Hardcover

Your Red Shoes  
By Dr. John Hutton and Leah Busch  
ISBN 978-1-936669-19-6  
* $17.99 *Hardcover

Tito’s Inferno  
By Dr. John Hutton  
ISBN 978-1-936669-03-5 * $9.99 * Paperback 

written and illustrated by

Casey Riordan Millard

 Cheer Up, Monster!  
By Kelli Gleiner  
ISBN 978-1-936669-15-8   
* $7.99 * Board Book 

A Day with Monster  
By Kelli Gleiner  
ISBN 978-1-936669-26-4  
* $7.99 * Board Book 

I See, You See: Day  
By Sandra Gross  
ISBN 978-1-936669-44-8  
* $7.99 * Board Book 

Letters are for Learning  
By Andrew Neyer 
 ISBN 978-1-936669-37-0  
* $9.99 * Board Book

Sherm the Germ  
By Dr. John Hutton and Maria Montag  
ISBN 978-1-936669-24-0  
* $7.99 * Board Book 

Sleepy Bee 
By Dr. John Hutton and Sandra Gross I 
SBN 978-1-936669-27-1  
* $7.99 * Board Book

Walter’s Wheels 
By Noelle Dingeldein  
ISBN 978-1-936669-36-3 
* $7.99 * Board Book 



Independent Publishers Group
IPG Order Department
814 North Franklin Street
Chicago, IL 60610
Call Toll-Free: (800) 888-IPG1 (4741)
Fax: (312) 337-5985
E-mail: orders@ipgbook.com

blue manatee press
a press with purpose 

3094 Madison Road, #2A
Cincinnati, OH 45209
Phone: 513.731.2665, ext. 202 
E-mail: press@bluemanateebooks.com

Address

For Orders Contact

Stay Connected on Social Media

blue manatee press

@bmanateepress

@bluemanateepress


